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Increased  Municipal  Assistance  Announced  in  Budget 


A  $25,000,000  Municipal  Loans  Revolving  Fund  from  which 
municipalities  may  borrow  for  approved  capital  expenditures  will 
be  considered  by  the  Alberta  Legislature  this  session. 

As  announced  by  Premier  E.  C.  Manning  in  his  Budget  Speech, 
(for  additional  material  on  Budget  Speech  see  Pages  Two  and  Three) 
the  terms  of  the  loans  will  range  from  five  to  25  years.  Interest 
rates  are  as  follows:  Five-year  serialized  debentures,  2V2  percent; 
ten-year  serialized  debentures,  2%  percent;  15-year  serialized  de- 
bentures, three  percent;  20-year  serialized  debentures,  3V4  percent; 
25-year  serialized  debentures,  3V2  percent.  These  rates  are  approxi- 
mately two  percent  under  the  rates  currently  chargd  on  municipal 
debentures  offered  on  the  open  market,  a  factor  which  in  itself  will 
save  municipal  ratepayers  at  least  $500,000  annually  in  debt  service 
charges. 

The  fund  proposed,  together  with  the  sum  provided  under  the 
Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act  will  enable  the  Alberta  Government 
to  take  care  of  the  total  estimated  necessary  capital  borrowings  of 
all  Alberta  municipalities  for  the  ensuing  year.  All  repayments  of 
principal  will  remain  in  the  revolving  fund  and  will  be  supplemented 
annually  by  additional  appropriations  as  provincial  revenues  permit. 
The  objective  is  to  eliminate  as  rapidly  as  possible  all  external 
municipal  borrowings. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  that  the  Province  will  be  able  to  provide 
all  municipal  capital  borrowings  that  may  be  necessary  in  each 
future  year.  The  time  required  to  increase  the  revolving  fund  to 
an  amount  sufficient  that  the  repayments  will  provide  for  all  neces- 
sary new  loans  will  depend  on  the  future  buoyancy  of  provincial 
revenues  and  the  co-operation  of  municipal  councils  and  ratepayers 
in  progressively  reducing  the  aggregate  of  municipal  borrowings. 

Major  advantages  of  the  program  are: 

1.  It  will  extend  to  municipal  ratepayers  the  financial  benefits 
accruing  to  the  Province  from  the  development  of  our  natural 
resources. 

2.  It  will  effect  substantial  savings  for  municipal  ratepayers 
by  reducing  interest  rates  on  necessary  municipal  borrowings. 

3.  It  will  retain  in  the  Province  all  interest  payments  which 
will  become  part  of  the  general  revenue  fund  to  be  used  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole. 

A  sum  of  $7,385,108,  representing  50  percent  of  the  net  receipts 
under  the  Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act  during  the  past  calendar  year  is  allocated 
as  grants  to  municipalities  under  the  Municipal  Assistance  Act. 
To  provide  for  the  more  equitable  distribution  of  this  fund,  which  is 
increased  by  $1,393,957  over  last  year,  a  new  Municipal  Assistance 
Act  will  be  introduced  during  the  present  session  embodying  an 
improved  formula  adopted  after  consultation  with  municipal 
authorities.  Under  the  new  formula,  the  aggregate  sum  accruing 
from  50  percent  of  the  net  receipts  under  the  Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act  will 
be  divided  into  two  funds  on  the  basis  of  population  as  between 
urban  and  rural  municipalities. 

The  total  amount  thus  allocated  to  urban  municipalities  will 
be  distributed  on  a  per  capita  basis  with  each  urban  municipality 
receiving  a  grant  in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  its  population  to  the 
total  population  of  all  urban  municipalities.  The  sum  allocated  to 
rural  municipalities  will  be  apportioned  under  the  same  formula 
as  last  year. 


For  both  urban  and  rural  municipalities,  the  tax  reduction 
subsidy  provided  under  the  Municipal  Assistance  Act  of  1951  will 
be  eliminated.  Last  year,  under  the  Act,  $2,463,411  was  paid  to 
municipalities  as  tax  reduction  subsidies  and  $3,527,739  as  uncon- 
ditional grants.  Under  the  new  Act,  the  total  sum  of  $7,385,108, 
available  for  distribution  during  the  ensuing  year,  will  be  paid  as 
unconditional  grants  and  it  will  be  left  to  each  municipality  to 
decide  what  portion,  if  any,  of  its  increased  grant  it  will  pass  on  to  its 
ratepayers  by  a  reduction  in  the  municipal  mill  rate.  The  new 
formula  will  not  only  be  simpler  to  administer  but  will  afford  a 
greater  measure  of  responsible  self-government  to  the  local 
authorities. 

The  substantial  increase  in  the  total  sum  to  be  distributed  as 
unconditional  grants  will  improve  the  financial  position  of  munici- 
palities generally  and  should  bring  about  an  easement  in  the 
prevailing  high  rates  of  municipal  taxation. 

Loans  to  municipalities  under  the  Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act 
will  be  continued  for  one  more  year  and  the  sum  of  $5,000,000  has 
been  provided  in  the  Capital  Estimates  for  this  purpose.  This  brings 
to  $22,000,000  the  total  amount  made  available  to  municipalities 
under  this  statute.  At  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  it  is  proposed 
to  discontinue  the  Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act  in  view  of  the  more 
comprehensive  municipal  capital  loans  revolving  fund.  • 


Accumulated  Cash  and  Investments 
Now  Exceeds  Public  Debt 

During  the  past  year,  Alberta  became  the  first  Canadian 
Province  in  which  the  remaining  provincial  debt  is  less  now 
than  the  Province's  accumulated  cash  surpluses  and  invest- 
ments. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  made  in  debt 
reduction  from  March  31,  1936,  to  Dec.  31,  1952. 

Net  Funded  Net  Guaranteed  Unfunded 

Year  Ended          Debt  Debenture  Debt       Debt  Total  Debt 

Mar.  31,  1936  $142,941,031  $5,672,358       $18,413,755  $167,027,144 

Mar.  31,  1940       142,926,186  5,002,516  8,573,071  156,501,773 

Mar.  31,  1945       138,821,431  3,941,644  7,396,744  150,159,819 

Mar.  31,  1950       121,165,894  32,000  9,402,793  130,600,687 

Mar.  31,  1951       100,596,538  26,000  11,207,594  111,830,132 

Mar.  31,  1952        97,742,487  4,000  2,690,603  100,437,090 

Dec.  31,  1952        94,801,037  2,000  2,500,000  97,303,037 

Total  reduction — $69,724,107. 

As  at  Dec.  31,  1952,  the  accumulated  cash  surplus  was 
$15,388,108  and  investments  in  bonds  and  debentures  amounted 
to  $79,504,764,  making  a  total  of  $94,892,872.  Other  substantial 
long  term  investments  including  $15,027,698  in  loans  to  muni- 
cipalities under  the  Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act  and 
$28,275,790  in  loans  to  the  Alberta  Government  Telephones 
make  a  grand  total  of  $138,196,360,  which  exceeds  the  total 
remaining  provincial  debt  by  $40,893,323.  For  the  ensuing  year, 
provincial  debt  charges  will  represent  only  3.55  percent  of  the 
estimated  revenue  on  Income  Account.  • 
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Premier  Presents  1953 -5U  Budget,  Estimat- 

"The  total  overall  budgetary  revenues  for  the  ensuing  year  are  estimated  at  1138,368,160,  an  increase  of  $21,511,890  over  the  previous  year. 
The  total  estimated  expenditure,  exclusive  of  loan  funds  to  be  established  by  statute,  is  $137,958,130,  an  increase  of  $21,381,160  over  the  current  fiscal 
year.  Including  the  additional  funds  to  be  provided  by  statute  for  loaning  purposes,  the  total  expenditures  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  $174,083,130. 
which  exceeds  the  current  years  total  budget  and  statutory  appropriations  by  $50,506,160.  In  order  that  all  honorable  members  will  be  fully  informed  as 
to  the  proposed  allocation  of  provincial  revenues  and  funds  drawn  from  accumulated  surpluses,  I  have  prepared  the  following  condensed  summary  of 
the  total  expenditures  proposed  and  have  indicated  the  net  total  allocated  to  each  of  the  major  public  services." 

PREMIER  MANNING 

Less 
Reimbursements 
Not  Included  Net  Per- 

in  Revenue  Total  centage 


Public  Debt 

$  5,566,880 

$  5,566,880 

$  840,420 

$  4,726,460 

2.72 

Fvf^nitivp  Council  crnd  Lecrislcrtion 

1,599,175 

1,599,175 

1  599  175 

.92 

A rfricii  1  ti] TP  o"n(i  V^^ater  Resources 

2,483,425 

$  4,816,525 

7,299,950 

117,960 

7.181  990 

4.13 

Attorney-General   

3,004,115 

3,004,115 

3,004,115 

1.73 

Education  and  Vocational  Training  

19,609,320 

802,220 

20,411,450 

551,633 

19,859,817 

11.41 

Municipal  Affairs   

1,098,150 

1,098,150 

276,000 

822,150 

.47 

Provincial  Secretary  

692,800 

692,800 

23,000 

669,800 

.38 

Public  Health  ... 

17,860,800 

2,484,400 

20,345,200 

2,233,400 

18,111,800 

10.40 

Public  Welfare   

9,120,090 

50,000 

9,170,090 

1,800,000 

7,370,090 

4.23 

Public  Works,  Railways  and  Telephones 

3,015,840 

2,994,980 

6,010,820 

5,580 

6,005,240 

3.45 

Treasury  

9,636,128 

25,000 

9,661,128 

9,661,128 

5.55 

Industries  and  Labour,  Economic  Affairs 

1,495,620 

3,000 

1,498,620 

1,498,620 

.86 

Lands  and  Forests,  Mines  and  Minerals 

4,149,645 

1,409,640 

5,459,285 

1,096,500 

4,362,785 

2.51 

Highways  

12,359,940 

36,050,520 

48,410,460 

325,500 

48,084,960 

27.62 

Total  Estimates   

$91,591,838 

$48,636,285 

$140,228,123 

$7,269,993 

$132,958,130 

76.38 

Savings  Certificate  Redemptions   

$50,000 

$50,000 

$50,000 

.03 

LOANS 

Self  Liquidating  Projects  Act  

$  5,000,000 

$  5,000,000 

$  5,000,000 

2.87 

Alberta  Government  Telephones  

8,000,000 

8,000,000 

8,000,000 

4.60 

Municipal  Assistance  Loan  Fund  

25,000,000 

25,000,000 

25,000,000 

14.36 

Rural  Electrification  Revolving  Fund  

3,000,000 

3,000,000 

3,000,000 

1.72 

University  Students'  Loan  Fund  

75,000 

75,000 

75,000 

.04 

Total  Loans   

$41,075,000 

$  41,075,000 

$  41,075,000 

23.59 

Total  Estimated  Expenditures   

$91,591,838 

$89,761,285 

$181,353,123 

$7,269,993 

$174,083,130 

100 

Demand  for  Homestead  Leases 
Increases  Substantially 

During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in 
demands  for  Crown  lands  for  homestead  purposes.  At  the  end  of 
March,  1946,  there  were  776  homestead  leases  covering  187,106 
acres  of  land,  from  which  was  derived  a  net  revenue  of  $3,003. 
At  the  end  of  Dec,  1952,  there  were  6,250  homestead  leases  in 
force  covering  1,519,791  acres  of  Crown  lands  and  providing  a  net 
revenue  of  $135,956. 

To  meet  the  increased  demand,  survey  parties  operated  in  the 
Battle  River,  Blueberry  Mountain,  Snipe  Lake  and  Valleyview  areas 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  Province.  Approximately  seven  town- 
ships, or  1,000  quarter-sections,  were  opened  for  settlement  and 
several  additional  townships  will  be  opened  during  1953. 

As  of  March  31,  1952,  there  were  2,038  grazing  leases  covering 
slightly  less  than  3,000,000  acres  and  providing  a  net  revenue  in 
excess  of  $500,000.  Approximately  350,000  acres  are  held  under 
cultivation  leases  by  1,791  lessees.  Almost  6,000,000  acres  of  Crown 
lands  now  are  under  lease  or  permit  for  agricultural  purposes. 

The  demand  for  timber  compared  favourably  with  1951.  During 
the  past  year,  391,101,000  board  feet  of  lumber,  1,193,847  railway 
ties  and  33,000  cords  of  fire-killed  spruce  pulpwood  were  cut  and 
removed  from  Alberta's  forests.  Total  value  of  these  products  is 
estimated  at  $17,500,000  compared  with  $15,900,000  for  the  previous 
year.  • 


ESTIMATES,  1953  <  54 


Income  Capital 
Service  Account  Account  Total 


$3,810,000  Appropriation  for 
St.  Mary  Development 

Last  year  the  Legislature  authorized  the  expenditure  of 
$3,750,000  for  the  construction  of  distribution  canals  and  other 
necessary  facilities  in  connection  with  the  St.  Mary-Milk  River 
Irrigation  Development  project. 

A  further  sum  of  $3,810,000  is  being  requested  to  continue 
thi^s  project  and  to  complete  facilities  to  serve  some  137,500 
irrigable  acres  from  the  Chin  reservoir  now  under  construction. 

Some  work  will  be  undertaken  this  year  in  the  western  section 
of  the  Bow  River  irrigation  project.  This  will  consist  of  constructing 
a  distribution  system  which  will  become  operative  the  following 
year. 

Under  the  terms  of  an  agreement  between  the  Province  of 
Alberta  and  Calgary  Power  Ltd.,  the  company  will  proceed 
immediately  with  the  construction  of  a  power  dam  on  the  Bow 
River  at  the  Bearspaw  power  site  approximately  ten  miles  upstream 
from  Calgary.  This  project  when  completed  will  furnish  an  additional 
22,000  horsepower  of  electric  energy  and  facilitate  the  control  of 
winter  flooding  of  the  Bow  River  near  Calgary. 

The  consumption  of  electric  energy  is  increasing  rapidly  and 
the  potentialities  of  additional  power  development  sites  are  being 
fully  investigated.  The  available  supply  of  electric  energy  has  been 
increased  to  a  total  of  400,000  horsepower.  • 
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ing  Total  Revenues  this  Year  at  $138,368460 


Development  of  Natural  Resources 
Continues  to  Benefit  Province 


In  1952,  the  de- 
velopment of  Alberta's 
oil  resources  continued 
on  an  unprecedented 
scale.  Crude  oil  pro- 
duction totalled  $58,- 
915,723     barrels,  an 

increase  of  13,000,000  over  the  previous  year.  There  were  926  new 
oil  producing  wells  completed  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total 
to  3,664  as  at  December  31,  1952.  The  potential  allowable  oil 
production  increased  from  245,000  barrels  daily  to  over  29,000 
barrels  daily. 

The  number  of  active  petroleum  and  natural  gas  leases  at 
Dec.  31,1952,  totalled  20,062  comprising  14,902,396  acres,  as  com- 
pared with  14,330  leases  covering  9,113,083  acres  at  the  end  of 
the  previous  year.  Petroleum  and  natural  gas  prospecting  reserva- 
tions active  at  Dec.  31,  1952,  numbered  714,  involving  41,286,091 
acres  of  Crown  mineral  rights.  As  at  the  same  date,  there  were 
39  natural  gas  licenses  covering  1,861,085  acres  as  compared  with 
25  active  licenses  involving  1,596,326  acres  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year.  Footage  drilled  during  the  year  totalled  6,631,529 
feet,  an  increase  of  1,068,864  feet  over  the  previous  year. 

Accelerated  exploration  drilling  brought  the  discovery  rate  in 
1952  to  a  record  level.  While  a  number  of  strikes  require  further 
drilling  to  evaluate  fully  their  significance,  at  least  one  major  field 
was  established  during  the  past  year.  This  was  the  Bonnie  Glen 
field  in  the  Pigeon  Lake  area  which  is  probably  the  largest  reservoir 
found  since  the  Redwater  discovery  in  1948.  Other  strikes  in  the 
same  general  area  have  indicated  that  further  large  reservoirs  of 
both  natural  gas  and  oil  may  be  developed  in  a  chain  of  thick 
Devonian  reefs  extending  southwest  from  the  Leduc  field. 

What  appears  to  be  the  first  really  significant  oil  discovery 
in  the  Peace  River  area  was  made  at  Sturgeon  Lake  where  90  feet 
of  oil  bearing  reef  was  found.  Several  significant  discoveries  were 
made  in  the  area  between  Stettler  and  Drumheller. 

The  continued  steady  increase  in  potential  daily  production 
emphasizes  the  importance  of  steps  being  taken  to  provide  additional 
outlets  to  wider  markets.  By  the  fall  of  1953,  the  Trans  Mountain 
pipeline  to  the  Pacific  coast  will  be  completed.  The  initial  through- 
put will  be  in  excess  of  75,000  barrels  per  day,  of  which  approxi- 
mately 45,000  barrels  will  be  required  for  oil  refineries  in  the 
Vancouver  area  while  the  remainder  will  be  exported  to  available 
markets  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  area  of  the  western  United  States. 
A  35,000  barrel  per  day  refinery,  now  under  construction  near 
Bellingham,  Washington,  will  be  served  by  an  extension  of  the 
Trans  Mountain  pipeline.  It  is  expected  that  potential  markets  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  will  make  possible  a  progressive  increase 
in  the  through-put  of  the  line  until  it  reaches  its  full  capacity 
of  approximately  200,000  barrels  per  day. 

In  eostern  Canada,  the  transportation  bottleneck  caused  by 
winter  suspension  of  navigation  on  the  Great  Lakes  between  the 
Interprovincial  pipeline  terminal  at  Superior,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
refineries  at  Sarnia,  Ont.,  is  being  eliminated  by  the  construction 
of  a  30-inch  pipeline  from  Superior  to  Sarnia.  This  line,  when 
completed,  will  substantially  increase  the  annual  through-put  of 
the  Interprovincial  pipeline  and  will  bring  additional  eastern 
Canadian  markets  within  economic  reach  of  our  oil  production. 

The  proven  natural  gas  reserves  of  the  Province  have  sub- 
stantially increased  during  the  past  year.  The  Bonnie  Glen  field  is 
regarded  as  a  major  discovery  and  an  extensive  wet  gas  field  has 
been  established  at  Nevis  where  heavy  test  flows  have  been 
obtained  from  wells  located  over  a  large  area.  A  substantial  number 
of  other  significant  discoveries  has  been  recorded  in  widely  scattered 
areas  throughout  the  Province. 

Natural  gas  production  in  1952  was  95,697,000,000  cubic  feet, 
of  which  55,774,000,000  were  marketed  in  Alberta  and  8,551,000,000 
cubic  feet  in  British  Columbia  and  the  United  States. 


To  stimulate  orderly 
development  of  Al- 
berta's vast  potential 
gas  reserves,  adequate 
markets  for  gas  sur- 
plus to  our  own  re- 
quirements are  essen- 
tial, and  for  this  reason  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  approve 
the  export  of  surplus  gas  for  which  no  local  market  is  available. 
As  at  Jan.  31,  1953,  some  300  gas  wells  representing  a  capital 
investment  of  over  $18,000,000  were  capped  for  lack  of  market. 
This  situation,  unless  corrected,  will  have  a  progressively  deterring 
influence  on  further  gas  exploration  and  development  and  also  on 
the  search  for  oil. 

In  the  Pincher  Creek  area  of  southern  Alberta,  vast  supplies 
of  gas,  rich  in  chemical  by-products  such  as  propane,  butane,  and 
sulphur,  remain  undeveloped  because  no  adequate  market  is  avail- 
able in  the  Province  for  the  residue  gas  remaining  after  the  chemical 
by-products  have  been  extracted.  There  is  a  wide  and  increasing 
demand  for  these  by-products  within  the  Province  and  their 
availability  would  do  much  to  stimulate  further  secondary  industry. 

The  Alberta  Government  believes  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  Alberta  will  be  best  served  by  the  continued  progressive  develop- 
ment of  their  natural  resources,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  ensuring 
for  themselves  a  more  abundant  supply  of  products  for  their  own 
future  use  and  also  from  the  standpoint  of  sharing  in  the  substantia) 
benefits  which  will  accrue  to  the  Province  as  a  whole  from  such 
development. 

It  will  continue  to  be  the  Government's  policy  to  protect  fully 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Alberta  by  approving  for  export  only 
gas  that  has  been  determined  by  the  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas 
Conservation  Board  to  be  surplus  to  our  ov/n  requirements,  but 
it  is  the  Government's  intention  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of 
adequate  export  markets  for  such  surplus  gas  at  the  earliest  possible 
date.  In  approving  the  export  of  natural  gas,  the  Government  vriW 
adhere  to  its  policy  of  giving  first  priority  to  other  Canadian  markets, 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  economic  factors  involved  are 
compatible  with  the  interests  of  Alberta  producers  and  the  Province 
as  a  whole. 

Daring  the  past  year,  1 1  new  prospecting  permits  were  issued 
on  550,000  acres  of  bituminous  oil  sands  in  the  area  north  of 
McMurray.  Core  testing  programs  and  other  surveys  are  in  progress 
over  large  areas  of  the  deposit  and  several  of  the  larger  companies 
are  engaged  in  laboratory  experiments  and  other  research  on  oil 
recovery  methods.  Indications  are  that  development  of  this  greatest 
known  oil  deposit  in  the  world  will  be  actively  undertaken  in  the 
not  far  distant  future. 

During  the  year.  Alberta's  second  sulphur  plant  went  into 
operation  at  Turner  Valley  with  a  production  capacity  of  30  tons 
of  sulphur  per  day.  Production  during  the  year  from  the  Jumping 
Pound  and  Turner  Valley  plants  combined  totalled  8,931  tons. 

Salt  production  for  the  year  totalled  24,550  tons,  an  increase 
of  4,969  tons  over  1951.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  a  new 
plant  at  Duvernay,  which  will  produce  caustic  soda  and  chlorine 
from  salt  wells  in  the  vicinity.  These  chemicals  will  be  supplied 
to  other  industries  in  the  Province  in  the  form  of  soda  ash  and 
hydrochloric  acid.  Natural  gas  wells  in  the  area  will  provide  fuel 
for  the  plant's  operations. 

Coal  production  for  the  past  year  totalled  7,194,472  tons,  a 
decrease  of  466,804  tons  from  the  previous  year.  High  production 
costs  and  transportation  charges  are  making  it  increasingly  difficult 
for  coal  to  meet  the  increasing  competition  of  other  fuels. 

Active  mineral  exploration  was  carried  on  in  the  northeast 
area  of  the  Province.  In  the  vicinity  north  of  Lake  Athabasca, 
230  quartz  claims  were  filed  as  compared  with  23  in  1951.  Most 
of  these  claims  were  concentrated  in  the  Leland  Lake  area  near 
the  northern  boundary  of  Alberta.  The  principal  object  of  the  search 
is  uranium,  of  which  some  occurrences  are  believed  to  have  been 
found.  • 


Hail  Insurance  Premium 
Averages  62  cents  Per  Acre 

During  the  past  year,  15,482  farmers  insured  with  the  Alberta 
Hail  Insurance  Board  3,544,415  acres  of  crop  for  amounts  totalling 
$26,712,481.  The  premiums  charged  for  this  protection  averaged 
62  cents  per  acre  or  8.2  percent  of  the  total  liability  assumed. 

Claims  as  a  result  of  hail  damage  amounted  to  $1,170,204 
on  380,731  acres  of  crop,  a  substantial  reduction  over  1951. 

From  the  year's  surplus  earnings,  $165,000  was  distributed 
to  policy  holders  whose  premiums  were  paid  in  full  prior  to  Nov. 
31.  An  additional  amount  of  $80,792  has  been  set  up  as  a  reserve 
for  future  dividends  under  a  new  three-year  insurance  plan.  • 


Electrical  Co-operatives  Invest 

$1 4,000,000  in  Rural  Power  Projects 

Continued  encouragement  and  assistance  has  been  extended 
to  sound  co-operative  enterprises  during  the  past  year  and  the 
number  of  co-operative  associations  has  increased  to  523  as  at 
Dec.  31,  1952. 

Rural  electrification  associations  increased  from  180  to  232 
with  a  total  membership  of  14,738.  Rural  electrification  projects 
in  operation  or  under  construction  represent  an  investment  of 
approximately  $14,000,000.  Loans  to  these  associations  guaranteed 
by  the  Province  totalled  $5,160,000  as  at  Dec.  31,  1952.  • 
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Rabies  Campaign  Will  Help 
To  Kill  Off  Predators 

{The  following  article  was  prepared  by  E.  S.  Huestis, 
Alberta  Fish  and  Game  Commissioner.) 

The  rabies  epidemic  which  spread  from  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tories into  Alberta  last  June  is  serious.  It  has  spread  southward 
at  a  rapid  rate  and  now  has  entered  the  settled  part  of  our  Province. 

The  disease  has  spread  through  our  wildlife  to  our  domestic 
stock  and  must  be  stopped  before  it  creates  losses  to  our  farmers. 
It  has  taken  its  toll  of  foxes  on  its  way,  but  the  price  of  fox  pelts 
is  so  low  today  that  the  loss  is  not  serious.  Foxes  are  at  the  peak 
of  their  cycle  at  the  present  time  and  will  die  off  in  large  numbers 
anyway.  The  disease  has  also  taken  its  toll  of  wolves  and  coyotes 
but  this  is  to  the  good  as  far  as  the  rest  of  our  wildlife  is  concerned, 
especially  our  big  game. 

What  is  being  done  to  stop  this  spread  of  rabies? 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  have  all  dogs  in  northern  areas 
held  in  these  areas,  and  they  must  be  under  control  at  all  times. 
They  have  been  vaccinated  in  hundreds.  The  rules  now  apply  to 
the  part  of  the  Province  north  from  Wetaskiwin.  Any  rabid 
animals  which  can  be  destroyed  are  examined  in  laboratories  to 
confirm  the  cases.  Where  persons  have  been  bitten  they  are  given 
treatment.  Warnings  have  been  issued  of  the  danger  of  rabies  and 
the  public  has  been  told  what  to  look  for  and  how  to  act  in  case 
of  being  attacked. 

What  about  the  wolves  and  coyotes  that  have  preyed  on  our 
big  game  for  years?  For  months  the  Alberta  Forest  Service  has 
had  trained  trappers  employed  in  the  north  to  eradicate  these 
animals  and  foxes  or  any  other  carnivorous  animal  that  may 
spread  the  disease.  But  this  is  only  a  sample  of  what  is  in  store 
for  the  wolf  and  coyote  from  now  on. 

The  Forest  Service  has  just  completed  plans  to  hire  another 
100  trappers  to  carry  on  the  war.  This  will  make  a  total  of  130 
trained  men.  These  men  will  set  up  a  double  trapline  barrier 
five  miles  apart  in  the  forested  areas  and  just  on  the  edge  of 
settlement  to  stop  all  movement  of  disease-carrying  animals  into 
settlement.  In  the  forested  areas  in  many  of  our  big  game  areas 
and  wherever  wolves  are  prevalent,  trappers  will  be  hired  and 
sent  into  these  areas  to  clean  them  out.  The  biggest  war  against 
wolves  and  coyotes  in  our  forested  areas  is  on.  The  purpose  is  to 
stop  the  spread  of  rabies  but  it  should  do  a  world  of  good  for  big 
game. 

Trappers  All  Picked  Men 

The  trappers  will  be  carefully  selected.  They  will  be  used  in 
areas  that  they  know  thoroughly  and  they  will  be  supplied  with 
every  means  at  our  disposal  to  help  them.  All  men  will  be  equipped 
with  two  kinds  of  poison,  sodium  cyanide  and  strychnine  supplied 
in  capsules  and  jellied  cubes  so  that  they  can  be  made  up  into 
poison  pellets  using  fats  or  grease  or  bits  of  meat.  They  will  have 
meat  and  scent  to  attract  the  predators  to  the  poison.  They  will 
have  snares,  traps,  guns  and  the  knowledge  to  handle  them.  Care 
will  be  taken  in  setting  out  poison  near  settlement.  All  poison 
sets  will  be  marked  by  red  posters  so  that  persons  will  be  warned. 
Sets  will  be  made  so  that  only  the  animals  hunted  will  be  taken. 
Dogs  are  required  to  be  tied  up,  but  the  men  will  be  trained  to 
place  the  sets  away  from  places  which  might  be  frequented  by 
valuable  dogs  or  by  domestic  stock. 

The  double  trapline,  if  stretched  out  in  a  single  line,  would 
reach  from  Edmonton  to  Halifax,  or  a  distance  of  3,300  miles. 
Each  man  will  be  responsible  for  30  miles  of  line  and  will  be  in 
contact  with  other  men  at  each  end  of  his  line  so  the  barrier  will 
be  complete.  To  make  certain  that  no  animals  will  get  through, 
the  interval  between  each  section  of  the  double  line  is  five  miles 
wide. 

Rough  Going  for  Coyotes  and  Foxes 

Behind  the  line  in  settled  districts  there  will  be  intensified  war 
against  coyotes  and  foxes.  The  Department  of  Agriculture,  through 
its  coyote  campaign,  will  increase  its  efforts.  Already  15,000  coyote- 
getters,  using  potassium  cyanide  shells,  have  been  distributed 
throughout  many  municipalities  and  local  improvement  districts. 
To  this  will  be  added  supplies  of  sodium  cyanide  capsules  and 
strychnine  cubes  to  make  poison  pellets.  The  coyote  is  in  for  some 
tough  going.  In  areas  close  to  the  double  trapline,  pest  control 
officers  are  being  appointed  to  carry  out  poisoning  in  the  marginal 
agricultural  areas  on  a  systematic  basis. 

This  war  against  the  wolf  and  coyote  is  not  a  new  one  for 
the  Forest  Service.  For  the  past  two  winters  70  rangers  have  carried 
on  a  poison  campaign  against  these  predators  in  our  big  game 


This  map  shows  the  latest  steps  taken  in  the  fight  against  rabies.  A  total  oi 
2,700  miles  of  double  traplines  was  established  on  March  1  to  protect  Alberta's 
agsricultural  areas.  The  600  miles  of  northern  traplines  have  been  in  operation 
since  last  November,  in  the  campaign  to  poison  wolves,  foxes  and  coyotes  in 
the  wilderness.  The  shaded  areo  of  the  map— which  generally  conforms  with  the 
agricultural  portion  of  northern  Alberta — indicates  where  the  use  of  cyanide 
guns  and  poison  pellets  has  been  stepped  up  in  municipal  districts  and 

improvements  districts. 

country.  Reports  of  the  number  of  wolves  and  coyotes  taken  are 
very  encouraging.  Just  to  add  to  the  score  against  the  predator,  a 
number  of  fish  and  game  officers  near  big  game  areas  have  carried 
on  a  similar  campaign  with  good  results. 

The  trapper,  the  hunter,  the  farmer,  or  anyone  can  help  in  this 
campaign.  The  Government  pays  a  bounty  the  year  round  on  wolves 
and  cougars.  This  bounty  is  $12  for  wolves  during  the  winter  and 
$15  in  the  summer  and  $15  for  cougars  anytime.  The  bounty  costs 
the  Government  about  $10,000  each  year  and  has  for  the  past 
12  years. 

If  wolves,  coyotes  and  cougars  take  the  number  of  big  game 
animals  each  year  that  have  been  reported,  our  big  game  population 
should  show  an  increase  in  short  order.  Hard  winters  can  still 
take  a  big  toll  but  nothing  can  be  done  about  that.  If  the  number 
of  predators  is  reduced,  it  will  go  a  long  way  to  help  our  big  game 
to  thrive.  • 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 


It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used. 

Any  material  used  Is  for  immediate  republication.  AH 
photographs  used  are  Alberta  Government  Photogrophs 
unless  otherwise  specified. 


Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


